in Greater Manchester
Greater Manchester (GM) is the home of the Urban Pioneer programme testing
new tools and methods for investing in and managing the environment,
supporting the implementation of Governments 25 Year Environment Plan.
This is about how we can have a better natural environment for people and wildlife,
ensuring it is accessible for everyone to connect with and benefit from.
Natural capital is a way of describing the natural world as ‘assets’ that provide us with benefits,
such as clean air, good health, food and water – all of which underpin our way of life.
A natural capital approach is about everyone understanding the benefits – ensuring
the protection and enhancement of natural assets are fully considered in decision
making, ultimately leading to positive change for people and wildlife.

Valuing Greater
Manchester’s
Natural Capital
A natural capital account has been
developed for GM and its 10
districts. It aims to measure the
benefits provided by the cityregion’s natural assets to its
businesses, public services and to
those that call GM home.
We have done this so we know what
we currently have and can monitor
those natural assets over time,
seeking improvement.

Air Quality Regulation
Preventing 370 hospital admissions, avoiding 1,200 life year’s
lost and around 60 deaths per year

Physical Activity

135,000 people use green spaces to meet their physical activity
guidelines giving over 4,600 Quality-adjusted life- years (QALY)
Noise Regulation

44,000 buildings benefit from reducing traffic noise and stress
caused by noise

Carbon Sequestration

50,000 tonnes of CO2e sequestered each year through GM’s
trees, woodlands and peat alone

Mental Health

1 million people receive mental health benefits from access
to green space, giving over a 120,000 point reduction on the
General Health Questionnaire index (GHQ)

What’s needed?
Managed in the right way, natural capital can provide sustained
benefits to society. Natural capital values have implications for
transport, public health, the work force, manufacturing and many
more sectors.
The natural capital account estimates the value of benefits natural
capital assets can deliver for future generations. Some benefits, like
cooling during heatwaves and reducing flood risk, may become more
important in future due to climate change.
The Greater Manchester natural capital investment plan will inform
the scale of interventions required in GM and the opportunities for
viable financial investments to maintain, enhance and create natural
assets.

Mayfield Development near Piccadilly Station, © U&I Development Artist impression

What can you do?
1

Consider how you can incorporate a
natural capital approach in to your
strategy and plan development

2

Build natural capital in to your
projects to maximise the value
that the environment brings

3

Use our evidence to support your
funding bids and applications

Talk to us!
1

Share your feedback, comments and views with us

2

Tell us about any projects where you’re taking a
natural capital approach and embedding nature into
your decision making

3

Let us know if and where you have shared or used
this information to support your work

Together there’s lots of
things we can do across
the city-region... to
make sure people here
have clean air to
breathe, and quality
green spaces to enjoy…

Contact us at :
urbanpioneer@environment-agency.gov.uk
Find out more :
www.naturegreatermanchester.co.uk/
projects/urban-pioneer

– Andy Burnham,
Mayor of Greater Manchester

Funded by the Environment Agency’s GMMC Area team as part of the Urban Pioneer

